
“In him was life, and that life was the light 
of all mankind.”  John 1:4  
 
Happy New Year!  

No, it is not January 1st. The Church's 
Liturgical year does not start on New Year’s 
Day, the beginning of the calendar year. The 
church liturgical year is distinctive. It always 
begins on the first Sunday of Advent, (this 
year December 3rd) with a shift in the cycle 
of readings. The feast of Christ the King 
(November 26th) signals the end of the Or-
dinary Time.  

Advent is a time of expectant waiting 
and preparation, to it is a season of reflec-
tion and candlelight - a chance to get ready 
for Christmas, the celebration of the birth 
of Jesus Christ. The Advent Season is all 
about reflecting on how we can prepare our 
hearts and homes for Christ's birth in the 
world as it is today. It is a time for faith 
communities and families to remember, 
through prayer, reflections, special music, 
and good deeds the true meaning of Jesus' 
birth. The very word advent, which means 
coming or arrival, is derived from the Latin 

word “adventus,” which means “to come 
to” or “to arrive.” The next four weeks will 
be an opportunity to pause in our busy lives 
and pray, “Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus,” 
as we prepare for the coming of Christ as 
lord of heaven and earth at the end of time, 
and joyfully celebrate the arrival of the 
Prince of Peace on Christmas, when Christ, 
the Son of God, took flesh and dwelt among 
us.  

Advent is not Lent or a miniature ver-
sion of Lent. The two seasons are extremely 
different. Advent speaks hope, peace, joy 
and love. Lent speaks penance and sorrow. 
Advent emphasizes what we need to add to 
our lives, while Lent emphasizes what we 
need to remove. Advent lasts for four Sun-
days and Lent lasts for six Sundays. Advent 
stresses preparation with festivity and Lent 
stresses preparation with sackcloth and 
ashes. 

The penitential character of Advent is 
important to prepare the path for Christ to 
dwell in our hearts. We know very well how 
many times we have severed our relation-
ship with God. Penance and repentance 

help us recognize our weaknesses, turn 
away from sin and seek reconciliation with 
him. It's a season of candlelight, the Advent 
candles which we light in our churches dur-
ing Mass these next four weeks remind us 
of the presence of God and his gifts of 
hope, peace, joy and love, as well as the 
need for us to share those gifts. Pope Fran-
cis said, “Advent invites us to a commit-
ment to vigilance, looking beyond our-
selves, expanding our mind and heart to 
open ourselves to the needs of our brothers 
and sisters, and to the desire for a new 
world.” Charity makes God present in the 
lives of those in need and brings forth the 
true meaning of Christmas.  

Dear brothers and sisters, whether we 
are ready or not, Advent is here. It is the 
start of a new liturgical 
year and the beginning of 
new possibilities with 
God. Let us open our 
hearts and pray “Come, 
Lord Jesus.”  

 
(continued on page 3) 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 
Dec 3 — Faith Formation Classes at 9:00am 
Dec 3 — Confession available after Mass 
Dec 3 — St. Anne’s Soup Luncheon 
Dec 6 — Parish Council Meeting at 6:00pm 
Dec 7 — Adoration after 9am Mass 
Dec 8 — Immaculate Conception Mass at 7:00pm 
Dec 9 —Christmas Program Practice - 9-10:30am 
Dec 9 — St. Anne’s Meeting at 3:15pm 
Dec 9 — St. Anne’s & KC’s Meeting at 5:30pm 
Dec 10 — Spanish Mass at 2:00pm 
Dec 13 —Encounter Youth Group - 6:30-8pm 
Dec 16 —Christmas Program Practice - 9-10:30am 
Dec 17 — Faith Formation Classes at 9:00am 
Dec 17 —Children’s Christmas Program after 

Mass, Potluck to Follow 
Dec 19 —Evening of Adoration & Confession  -  

6:00-8:00pm 
Dec 21 —Mass & Diocesan Holy Hour at 9:00am 
Dec 24 — Christmas Eve Mass at 4:30pm 
Dec 25 — Christmas Day Mass at 10:30am 
Dec 25-29 — Office Closed—Christmas Break 
Jan 1 — New Year’s Day Mass at 10:30am 
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Feed your Faith - and your 

fears will starve to death. 

“ ”

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

SS. Peter & Paul, Weyauwega 
Christmas Eve, December 24 at 4:30pm 
Christmas Day, December 25 at 10:30am 

 

Sacred Heart, Manawa 
Christmas Eve, December 24 at 6:30pm 
Christmas Day, December 25 at 8:00am 

MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
 

SS. Peter & Paul, Weyauwega 
New Year’s Day, January 1 at 10:30am 

 

Sacred Heart, Manawa 
New Year’s Day, January 1 at 8:00am 

 
Wishing you a joyous Christmas and  

blessings in the coming New Year! 

DECEMBER 
2023 



La Misa en Español  

10 de deciembre de 2023 

 

Diocesan Holy Hour 
Thursday, Dec 21

st
 

after the 9:00am Mass. 
A great opportunity for  

adoration & confession! 

If you know of someone in need of  
prayers, or you would like to be a  

Prayer Warrior (on the prayer chain)  
Call the church office at 920.867.2179 

 
To have someone (or yourself) remembered in  
prayer during General Mass Petitions, sign the  

book on the narthex stand. 

Encounter 

We will be meeting Wednesday, December 13 at 
6:30pm.  All 6th –12th grade students are invited  for a 
fun and inspirational evening of  games, snacks, con-
necting with others, a talk, discussion and prayers.  
Invite your friends of all faiths. All are welcome! 

PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED  
DECEMBER 25-29 

The Parish Office will be closed  
Monday-Friday for Christmas Break 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER  
ENVELOPES 

 

Due to the Parish Office by Thursday,  
December 7th. 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY MASS  

 

Sacred Heart, Manawa 
Thursday, December 8 at 5:30pm  

 

SS. Peter & Paul, Weyauwega  
Thursday, December 8 at 7:00pm 

WEYAUWEGA-FREMONT  
GIVING TREE  

Reminder to have Giving Tree Gifts back 
to the church by December 8th, the givea-
way will be on December 16th. If you have 
questions please call Pat Shaw at 920-667-
5291 or email him at  shawclark@centurytel.net    
Thanks and God Bless. 

SCRIP CARDS 
Scrip cards will be sold after Mass on Decem-

ber 9th/10th and December 16th/17th as long 
as inventory lasts. There will not be 

any orders placed this year, but there 
is inventory available. Thank you! 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Mass-Spanish-Misa-Espa%C3%B1ol/dp/197982875X


  SAINT ANNE’S NEWS 
St. Anne’s will be having a soup luncheon 

this month on December 3rd. Their  
December meeting will be on Saturday, 

December 9th at 3:15pm (before the 
4:30pm Mass). There will be an optional 

$10 gift exchange at that time as well.  
54983 

Children’s Christmas Program 
This year’s Christmas Program will be on Sunday, Dec. 17 
after 10:30am Mass. Please join us for this heartwarming  
reenactment of the story of Jesus’ birth. 
Everyone is welcome to the Potluck Lunch to Follow  

(Main dish provided) Families with last name starting with…
can you please bring: 

  A-H bring a dessert 
 I-P bring vegetable/lettuce salad 
 Q-Z bring a fruit dish 
 

Children's Christmas  Program Practice Times 
Just a reminder our K/1st gr.-5th gr.  

students will be practicing for the Christmas 
program Saturdays, December 9 & 16,  
from 9-10:30am.  Thank you so much  

parents for your extra time in making this  
possible!  It will be a joy to watch! 

St. Nicholas | Feast Day December 6 
St. Nicholas of Bari, the bishop of Myra in 
the fourth century, is the saint that Santa 
Claus is modeled after. Known for his kind-
ness and generosity to the poor, the story has 
it that St. Nicholas once tossed bags of gold 
through the open window of a poor man’s 
house to help his daughters avoid a life of 

prostitution.  
According to legend, the gold landed in stockings dangling on 

the corners of the beds, which is why many of us celebrate St. 
Nicholas Day by hanging stockings and filling them with candy, 
fruit, and small toys.  

Not much else is known about this beloved saint, but regard-
less, his reputation as a generous man continues today.  

SS. Peter & Paul, Weyauwega  
Reconciliation: 

Sunday, December 3 after 10:30am Mass 
Fr. Kris & another priest will be available 

 

Evening of Adoration & Confession: 
Tuesday, December 19 from 6:00-8:00pm 

 
Sacred Heart, Manawa 

Wednesday, December 13 from 6:00-7:00pm 

Advent Reconciliation &  

Adoration Opportunities 

ST. ANNE’S SOUP LUNCHEON 
Sunday, December 3rd after Mass 

11:30am until 1:30pm 

Soup, cheese, crackers 
 

Cost $5.00 for ALL you can eat 

Children under 3 FREE 

  *Take out will be available* 
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As Eucharistic people in your preparation for Christ-
mas, I encourage you to take a few minutes each day to 
learn more about God’s presence in the Holy Eucharist and 
his Word. Our Church is open from 8 am to 8 pm each day 
please come and spend some time before the Blessed Sac-
rament.  

Advent… the arrival of a baby. A baby who means so 
very many things to us. A baby who is the gift of grace. The 
gift of love. The gift of peace. The gift of life. And so much 
more… 

He was. He is. He will be. Forevermore. 
May the Lord bless us this Advent season as we pre-

pare our hearts to welcome Christ our Lord and may we 
live our liturgical year with our eyes open to our place in 
God’s story! 
 
Happy New Year! 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Father Kris 












