
Dear Parishioners, 
As I sit here writing my final newsletter 

column, my thoughts go back to my own 
experiences of transitions in life.  Change 
often presents its own set of challenges 
because we've grown accustomed to the 
way things are, the people we know and 
love, the memories we hold dear.  I remem-
ber getting the phone call almost 4 years 
ago when I was up north on vacation with 
several brother priests that I was going to 
be assigned to serve in Manawa and 
Weyauwega.  I had grown to love sever-
al parish communities with faithful people, 
and I was very sad to leave them.  I'd like to 
think that, having been through it before, it 
would be easier this time 
around.  Nope.  That has not been the 
case.  But then, almost as quickly as 
the tears dried up, I remember another 
movement taking place in my heart: grati-
tude.  Gratitude for all that had been - and 

then out of that gratefulness, a desire to 
surrender more deeply to God.  After all, 
He had been faithful to me, He had taken 
care of me, He had blessed me more than I 
could have thought possible.  Maybe plac-
ing my trust in Him is the best thing I can 
do?  Slowly my mind started to turn toward 
what the future held in store.  Who were 
my new parishioners going to be?  Who 
were the staff and volunteers I would be 
blessed to serve alongside?  Would there 
be bats in the church?  Would the rectory 
have air conditioning in the summer? (It did 
thankfully).  And then I remember praying 
that God would bless all of these new peo-
ple and draw near to them, and that all of 
the other concerns would work themselves 
out.  These people had a long history there 
already.  They had been baptized in these 
parishes.  They had married their spouses 
there.  They had their children baptized and 
buried their loved ones.  They had been 

nourished by the grace of God, and I would 
have the awesome privilege to walk along-
side and accompany them but for a little 
while.  I can only imagine some similar 
thoughts are crossing your minds as you 
prepare to welcome a new priest.  What 
will he be like?  (If the people he currently 
serves in Kaukauna offer any indication, he 
will be great!)  Fr Kris will be tremendously 
blessed to call these two communities his 
own, and I know you will welcome him as 
you welcomed me, with open 
arms.  Change may present challenges, but 
looking back you realize it works out in the 
end.  God has a way of making that hap-
pen.  Maybe trusting 
Him is the best thing 
we can do?        
 
Gratefully - FM    

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 
June 7 — Encounter Youth Group – 7pm 
 Bonfire & games at Steph’s house 
June 8 — No Weekday Morning Mass 
June 8 — Parish Council Meeting at 6:30pm 
June 10 — KC & St. Anne’s Meeting after 

4:30pm Mass 
June 11 — Spanish Mass – 2:00pm 
June 17-18 — Secretary Trustee Election 
June 25 — SS Peter & Paul Feast Day &  

Fr Matthew’s Farewell & Pot-Luck 
and games after Mass 

June 27-29 — No Weekday Morning Mass 
July 1-2— Welcome to Fr Kris Mekala –  

refreshments after both Masses 

608 E Main Street, Weyauwega, WI 54983       920-867-2179 

SSPeterPaulWega@gmail.com           SSPeterPaulChurch.org 

JUNE 
2023 
Feed your Faith - and your  

fears will starve to death. 

Congratulations to those who received 
the sacrament of Confirmation on April 
30th at St. Mary Magdalene’s in Waupaca 
with Bishop Ricken. 

Please continue to pray for them to be 
filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit - Wis-
dom, Knowledge, Understanding, Right 
Judgement, Courage, Piety, and Fear of the 

Lord.  We are very proud of all the time and 
effort they have put into growing in their 
faith.  May they keep growing in faith always! 

Pictured—Back:  Braeden McIvor, Fr 
Matthew Rappl, Bishop Ricken, Victor Kie-
drowski. Middle: Parker Wilson, Caleb 
Leschke. Front: Diego Patino Luna, Mary 
Hansen, Bridget Wagner.  

“ ”

New Summer Office Hours 
Memorial Day—Labor Day 

 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 

8:00am—1:00pm 



Knights of Columbus Council 13702  

Family of the Quarter 
In an initiative to support the family, the 

Knights of Columbus will be selecting a family 
from St. Peter and Paul’s each quarter to highlight 
what they are doing to support our church and community. 

The family selected for the second quarter of 2023 are Dan 
and Carol Sambs.  Dan and Carol will be married for 54 years in 
August.  They have two sons.  Jay and his wife, Allison, live in 
Duluth, MN, and Jon and his wife, Corrina, live near Am-
herst.  Both of their sons were baptized by Father Rickert and 
received the sacraments at SS. Peter and Paul’s.   

Dan and Carol have been members of St. Peter and Paul’s 
since 1973, and have been active in serving our church.  Dan has 
been a member of the Knights of Columbus for over a decade 
and currently serves as the recorder.  Dan has served on the Par-
ish Finance Committee and currently is a Parish Trustee.  Carol 
has worked with the St. Anne’s group as the co-chairperson 
of  the Spring Salad Luncheon and on funeral dinners.  Carol is 
the chairperson of the Environment Committee which beauti-
fies the church for worship, and she has also served on the Par-
ish Council.  Both Dan and Carol serve as Eucharistic Ministers 
and as ushers.  They have also attended several Bible study and 
prayer groups over the years. 

Dan and Carol have also done a lot to serve the communi-
ty.  Dan was a science teacher at Waupaca High School and 
coached football starting in 1968.  Carol taught second grade in 
Weyauwega and Fremont starting in 1969.  Dan has been active 
in the Village of Fremont politics for over 30 years and most 
recently as Village President for over 17 years before retiring in 
2021. Carol has been active on the Village of Fremont Arbor 
Day Committee. They both have delivered Meals on Wheels 
around the Weyauwega-Fremont area for the last twenty years. 

Please join me in thanking Dan and Carol Sambs for all 
they do at St. Peter and Paul’s and for the Weyauwega-Fremont 
community! 

Family of the Quarter recipients will receive; a prayer icon 
of the Holy Family, two masses to choose the special intention of 
the mass (paid for by the Knights of Columbus) and a write up 
in the church newsletter.  

If you would like to nominate a family for Family of the 
Quarter, please feel free to contact Anthony at antho-
nyr@rynishforestry.com. 
Meeting 

The Knights of Columbus will be holding their regular 
monthly meeting on Saturday June 10th after the 4:30 pm mass 
in the church hall. 

 

Diocesan Holy Hour 
Thursday, June 15

th
 

after the 9:00am Mass. 
A great opportunity for  

adoration & confession! 

BISHOP’S APPEAL 2023 
Sharing the Light of Christ 
Our parish goal is $15,564   

As of May 23rd,  
SS. Peter & Paul has  

contributed $13,966.78.   
Please help us reach our goal. 89.7% 

The weekend of July 1 & 2 we will 
welcome Fr Kris Mekala to our parish! 
We will have an informal meet & 
greet, and refreshments after both 
weekend masses. Let’s give him a big, 
warm SS Peter & Paul welcome! 

 



La Misa en Español  

11 de junio de 2023 

If you know of someone in need of  
prayers, or you would like to be a  

Prayer Warrior (on the prayer chain)  
Call the church office at 920.867.2179 

 
To have someone (or yourself) remembered in  
prayer during General Mass Petitions, sign the  

book on the narthex stand. 

SS Peter & Paul’s Feast Day Celebration 

and Fr Matthew’s Farewell Party 
 

What:  Potluck Picnic (main dish provided by the KCs),  
indoor and outdoor games (kickball, corn hole, kubb,  
bubbles, sidewalk chalk, card games, 4 square, and more!), 
and a chance to say thank you/goodbye to Fr. Matthew.  
 

When:  Sunday, June 25 at 11:30  after 10:30 Mass.   
 

Who:  All parishioners and guests 
 

Bring:  A dish to pass (if you are able), “play clothes” 
and any game supplies you’d like 

• Last name A-H: please bring veggies or chips 

• Last name I-R: please bring a fruit dish 
• Last name S-Z: please bring dessert 

 
If you are willing to help serve/clean up please contact Steph at 920-277-8844. Thanks! 

Youth Group Bonfire 
 

What: Bonfire, Smore’s, Games (volleyball, 
touch football, softball, etc.) Prayer/Bible 
time, UTV rides in the woods, and more! 

Where: The Hansen home – N 1870 Anklam Rd. 
Weyauwega 

When: 7:00-9:30/10ish on Wednesday, June 7 
Who:  All parish youth in grades 6-12 and 

friends! 
Bring:  A snack or drink to share (if you’re able), 

additional game supplies (if you want), 
and a lawn chair 

 

Let Steph know if you have questions, need a 
ride, and/or are willing to bring a snack/drink 

 
 

Waupaca County Fair - Pro Life Booth 
 The 150th Waupaca County Fair  

is coming! Please save the date:  
August 23-27, 2023. 

 We will have a Pro-Life Booth 
and will need people to staff it. 

The fair starts at Noon on the 23rd and goes until 
6:00pm on the 27th, please consider a two-hour 

time to help us. For more information 
contact Pat Shaw at 920-667-5291  or 
the office at 920-867-2179. Free fair 
passes will be provided. Thanks and 
God Bless! 

https://www.amazon.com/Mass-Spanish-Misa-Espa%C3%B1ol/dp/197982875X


THE FEASTS OF SAINTS  
PETER & PAUL -  
JUNE 29TH.  
 Most of the apostles and 
lots of saints have their own 
feast day, but how about the 
two most famous saints of 
the early church? There is 
February 22nd in which the 
Church celebrates 
the  “Chair of Peter” the sign 
that Peter was the first 
among the apostles and the 
one designated to lead the 
early Church after Jesus’ Res-
urrection and Ascension. 
The painting by Paul Rubens 
shows Peter with the “Keys” 
and wearing the pallium of 
the office of Bishop. But 
there is no “Feast of St. Pe-
ter.” 
 St. Paul, although not one 
of the Twelve, was an Apostle 
commissioned by Jesus. 
There is the January 
25th celebration of “The 
Conversion of St. Paul” 
which commemorates the 
Damascus Road episode de-
scribed in Acts of the Apos-
tles: 9:1-31, 22:1-22, and 26:9
-24. It is the scene made fa-
mous by the “Conversion on 
the Way to Damascus” paint-
ing by Caravaggio. But there 
is no “Feast of St. Paul.” 
 The two leading saints of 
the early Church are celebrat-
ed together in the Feast of 
Saints Peter and Paul, (or the 
Solemnity of Saints Peter and 
Paul if celebrated on a Sun-
day). This celebration is a 
liturgical feast in honor of 
the martyrdom in Rome of 
the apostles Saint Peter and 
Saint Paul and is observed on 
June 29th. 

Class of 2023 

Another celebration 

for the youth of SS.  Peter 

& Paul Parish!          

Pictured above are five 

of the eight 2023 High 

School graduates that were 

able to make it for their 

recognition on Sunday, 

May 21, at the 10:30 a.m. 

Mass.  Pictured from left to 

right are: Angela Renteria-

Patino, Jaden Rice, Made-

line Pope, Jose Gonzalez-

Paqui, Taya Alix 

 Not pictured 

are:  Willard Bales and 

Robert Wisner. 

Congratulations to all, 

and may God continue to 

bless each of you in all 

your future  

endeavors!  You'll always 

be welcome at your home 

parish, SS. Peter & Paul, 

Weyauwega. 

Gracious God and Father, our first 
father, You are the One who has 
brought us to life in this world you 
created. You created us and every-
thing around us. We turned away 
from you and only after disappoint-
ing you did we return your love. 
 
Look with favor on our earthly fa-
thers. They helped create us in your 
image. We have disappointed them, 
but have come to realize just how 
important they are to us. 
 
Bless all our fathers, living and  
deceased, with comfort and health. 
We bring all their needs to you and 
ask for strength so they may live 
worthy lives. 
 
We ask all this in the name of your 
Son, our model of what it means to 
reverence our fathers. 
In Christ's name. Amen. 



TOTUS  TUUS  

 
 

Totus Tuus Summer Youth Camp 

What:  Totus Tuus is a weeklong “parish mission” for youth in grades 1-12. They will have a 
blast growing in faith through prayer, games, teachings, witness talks, worship, skits, mu-
sic, and more! 

When:  July 17-21, 9:00-2:30 (gr. 1-6) and July 17-20, 7 pm- 9 pm (gr. 7-12) 

Who:  It is Catholic, but we encourage youth of all faiths or no faith to attend.  (Please bring 
friends!  This is a great way to help others experience God’s love!).  

Register:  Contact Steph Hansen at 920-277-8844 (call or text) or hansensteph@yahoo.com 

to get a brochure and sign up or pick up a brochure at the church entrance. 

 

Cost:  $10 per person ($20 family max) or scholar-

ships are available if needed. 

 

Transportation:  If you need help, let us know.   

We’ll make it work. 

mailto:hansensteph@yahoo.com











