
Greetings Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ. In a few days, we are going to begin the 
season of Lent which starts on February 14th, Ash Wednesday. The coincidence that Ash 
Wednesday and Valentine's Day fall on the same day is a good reminder for us to reflect 
on the true meaning of love, an act of self-giving. In scripture, Jesus reminds us of our 
obligations for the next forty days, which are to give alms, to pray and too fast. He wants 
us to do these things secretly, He does not want us to do them just so others may see and 
praise us. This way we will receive our reward in heaven, and not in this life. He said, “Do 
not let your right hand know what your left hand is doing…. your Father who sees in se-
cret will repay you.” How can we fulfill these obligations?  

Almsgiving. Is there a charitable organization that needs help? Or a particular family, 
you know that is down and out and has very little? Once a week throughout Lent, think 
about anonymously donating to an organization, a family or an individual who can use it.  

Prayer. Prayer is important for our salvation. As St. Alphonsus Ligouri said, “Without 
prayer, there is no salvation.” We should pray, because we want to communicate with 
Jesus. If we haven’t been praying then our relationship with Jesus is not as fulfilling as it 
could be.  

Lent is a good time to develop a real relationship with Jesus. To talk to Him, to ask 
questions to get to know Jesus by reading about Him in the Gospels and meditating on 
the Bible. It only takes a few minutes, to pray, read a verse from the bible and think about 
what we read. If we have the opportunity, we should also go to Mass during the week, 
and receive Jesus in Holy Communion. When we do receive Jesus in Holy Communion, do 
we talk to Him or do we not pay attention to Him, as we should? We should also consider 
praying the Rosary every day and meditating on the sufferings of Jesus. Just close your 
eyes for a few minutes and think about Jesus hanging on the Cross. This is a very power-
ful, prayer especially if we recite it at 3 pm and include the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 3 pm 
every day is sacred because it was 3 pm when Jesus died on the Cross. We can also pray 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary every day. She is our mother and She longs to be part of our 
life. We should entrust our concerns to Her and seek Her motherly intercession and love. 

 Fasting. While during Lent, we are supposed to abstain from meat on Fridays, we can 
also fast from bread and water if our health permits on Wednesdays and Fridays. To fast 
means to eat just one small meal a day or if necessary two smaller meals, which will not 
equal one full meal. We should especially fast from sin. Offering a confession at least once 
a month is very good for our souls. During Lent, we can go to confession every week or 
every other week to confess our venial sins. By offering our confession regularly we re-
ceive the grace to overcome our sins and grow closer to Jesus. If we think, we have no 
sins, most likely it’s because we haven't examined our conscience at the end of each day. 
We should take a moment each day to think about our sins, what we have done, and 
what we have failed to do. If necessary, we can seek God's help in overcoming one partic-
ular sin. Pray every day and try to practice the opposite virtue. So, if we complain, we 
should strive to be grateful. If we gossip, we should praise the good qualities of others. If 
we lie, we should resolve to be truthful.  

 Ashes. The ashes placed on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday remind us that some-
day, our bodies will turn to dust. And so, Lent is a time to turn away from sin and turn to 
God, with heaven as our goal, knowing that all things in this life will pass, but our prayers, 
fasting and good deeds will prepare us for the life to come. In summary, 
Lent is a time of solemnity and self-reflection where we confess our 
failings and resolve to live a more Godly life based on the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ. Let us prepare for this Easter season through 
prayer, fasting, repentance of sins, almsgiving, simple living, and 
self-denial. 

God bless you all, Fr. Kris Mekala  
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 
Feb 1 — Adoration & Confession after 9am Mass 
Feb 4 — Faith Formation Class at 9am 
Feb 7 — Encounter Youth Group - 6:30-8pm 
Feb 10 — St Anne’s Meeting at 3:15pm  
Feb 10 — St Anne’s Bake Sale  
Feb 10 — KC’s Meeting at 5:30pm 
Feb 11 — NO Faith Formation Class 
Feb 11 — Spanish Mass at 2:00pm 
Feb 13 — Parish Council Meeting at 6:00pm 
Feb 14 — Ash Wednesday Mass at 7:00pm 
Feb 15 — Mass & Diocesan Holy Hour at 9:00am 
Feb 15 — Stations of the Cross at 6:00pm 
Feb 18 — Faith Formation Class at 9am 
Feb 20 — Red Cross Blood Dr - 1:30-5:30pm 
Feb 22 — Stations of the Cross at 6:00pm 
Feb 25 — Faith Formation Class at 9am 
Feb 29 — Stations of the Cross at 6:00pm 
Mar 3 — Faith Formation Class at 9am 
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Feed your Faith - and your  

fears will starve to death. 



2024 BISHOP’S APPEAL  
During the first week of February,  parish members will 
receive a letter from Bishop David Ricken requesting a 
pledge or gift to the 2024 Bishop’s Appeal. With the 
letter, you will receive a pledge card and return enve-
lope. Please mail your envelope to the Catholic Foun-
dation. Last year, through your generosity, the Bishop’s 
Appeal campaign received more than $6.3 million in 
gifts that are being used to share our faith with hun-
dreds of thousands of people throughout northeastern 
Wisconsin. We ask again for your generous response to 
help our parish meet its goal for this 
year. If you did not receive a letter in 
the mail, please contact our parish of-
fice. Our goal for this year is $17,327.  
Please help us reach our goal. 

There will be a blood 

drive here on  

February 20th.  
 

Please Call the Red Cross to make an appointment. 

La Misa en Español  

11 de febrero de 2024 

 

Diocesan Holy Hour 
Thursday, Feb 15

th
 

after the 9:00am Mass. 
A great opportunity for  

adoration & confession! 

Encounter 

We will be meeting Wednesday, February 7 at 
6:30pm.  All 6th –12th grade students are invited  for a 
fun and inspirational evening of  games, snacks, con-
necting with others, a talk, discussion and prayers.  
Invite your friends of all faiths. All are welcome! 

PENNY WAR 
The Squires will be sponsoring a 
Penny War to benefit the Taylor 
Folk Scholarship Fund & SS Peter 
& Paul Faith Formation. It will run from Feb 
4th until Mar 3rd. All money collected will be 
matched by the Squires and the winning classes 
will get an ice cream buffet or donuts. There 
will be two groups competing, grades 1-5 and 
grades 6-10.  

Lenten Faith Sharing Groups:   
“Jesus and the Eucharist” 

A small group series for Eucharistic revival 
 

As we continue this year of Eucharistic Revival, 
we would like to invite you to grow closer to Jesus 
alongside fellow parishioners through the Jesus and 
the Eucharist study.  

Each session is full of rich theological content, 
powerful testimonies, and unique and timely messag-
es that will feed our hearts and minds. This is a great 
opportunity to dive more deeply into the richness of 
our Eucharistic faith. 

This study will be a special time to grow in com-
munity through small groups within our parish as we 
walk this sacred year together, and we really hope 
you join us (and invite a friend) on one of the follow-
ing days each week during Lent:   

 

Sundays 6:30-8:00 pm  
(Feb. 18, 25, March 3, 17, 24 and April 7, 14) 

 

Wednesdays 6:30-8:00 pm  
(Feb. 21, 28, March 6, 3, 20 and April 3, 10) 

 

Tuesdays 9:30-10:30 am  
(Feb. 13, 20, 27, March 5, 12, 19, 26) 

 

Each session will start with a time for fellowship 
and hospitality (snacks) followed by video talks, Lec-
tio Divina (praying with the scriptures), and small 
group discussions.   

 

Session topics include: 
• What’s Our Story? 

• Who Is Jesus? 
• Am I Saved? 

• Why a Church? 

• God Is with Us 
• The Story of the Eucharist 
• Bread for the Journey 

https://www.amazon.com/Mass-Spanish-Misa-Espa%C3%B1ol/dp/197982875X


STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC  
YOUTH CONFERENCE 

 

"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it." - John 1: 5 

 

Encounter God and be illuminated by Him through in-
spiring talks, praise and worship, the sacraments, games, 
and hanging out with thousands of other Catholic teens. 

 

When:  July 26-28, 2024 (Fri-Sun) 
 

Where:  St. Paul, MN 
 

Cost:  $75 (due with registration)  
 The total cost per person is about $285 
 

Register:  Contact Steph Hansen at 920-277-
8844 for a registration form. 

“TOTALLY YOURS” Summer Youth Camp 
June 17-21 (Save the Date!) 

 

What? Totus Tuus is a fun and powerful Catholic 
Summer Youth Program dedicated to sharing the 
Gospel and promoting the Catholic Faith through 
catechesis, evangelization, Christian Witness and Eu-
charistic Worship. It is led by 4 trained young adults. 
Students learn about the faith, play games, pray, and 
grow closer to Jesus. 
Who? Kids going into grades 1-12 next school year 
When and Where? SS Peter & Paul Parish June 17-
21. Mon-Fri 9am until 2:30 pm (Grades 1-6). Mon-
Thur 7-9:00pm (Grades 7-12) 

“I really grew a lot closer to God at Totus Tuus!” 
(comment from one of our parish students after 

last summer’s Totus Tuus) 

Join us this summer for 3 days of serv-
ing those in need (soup kitchens, 

home repair for low income families, 
shelters, food pantries, etc.) and a 

weekend of experiencing God through 
a youth conference (like a mini 

Steubenville conference).  We’ll road 
trip to TN and stop at some beautiful 

places/fun sites.  For more information 
check out:   Aliveinyou.com 

 

Who:  Anyone (you don’t need to be 
Catholic) currently in gr. 8-12. 

 

When: June 25-30 (We may add 2 days 
to have time to drive and see sites.) 

 

Where:  Nashville, Tennessee 
 

Why: To grow in faith, serve those in 
need, meet new friends, experience 
the love of God & have fun. 

 

Cost:  $100 (This is due with registration 
please, and it is non refundable - unless 
someone takes your spot -) For scholar-
ship info. Ask Steph. The rest of the cost 
for the trip will be covered by fundraisers 
and grants. The camp is $380. There may 
be an additional $100 needed for over-
night accommodations, food and admis-
sion costs to various sites on the way.  
 

Please sign up with Steph and pay 
your deposit as soon as possible so 

we can reserve our spot! 



 

Thursdays at 6:00pm 
Feb 15, 22, & 29. Mar 7, 14 & 21 

LENTEN REGULATIONS 
Catholics who have celebrated their 14th 

birthday are to abstain from meat on Ash 
Wednesday, all Fridays in Lent and Good Friday. 

 

In addition to abstaining from meat, Catho-
lics who have celebrated their 18th birthday, until 
they celebrated their 59th birthday, are to fast on 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  Those who 
are bound to this regulation may only eat one 
full meal.  Two smaller meals are permitted if 
necessary to maintain strength according to one’s 
needs, but eating solid foods between meals is 
not permitted. 

 

These minimal penitential practices should 
not be lightly excused. 

KC’S NEWS 
The Knights of Columbus will be  

having there next meeting on Saturday,  
February 10th, after the 4:30pm Mass. 

Saint Anne’s News 
St Anne’s will be having a bake  
sale on Saturday, Feb 10th, with 
the proceeds going to the food 
pantry.  Please sign-up on the 
church doors if you’re willing  

to donate baked goods. 
 
On Saturday, February 3rd at 2pm - St. 
Anne’s will be doing a Bow Making 
session at Premier Petals. The cost is 
$10.  Please contact Shirley Yaeger if 
you’d like to participate 920-867-3830. 
 
St Anne’s will also meet on Feb 10th at 3:15pm for 
their monthly meeting. 

 














